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AN ACT 

To provide for the erection of a State Penitentiary with- 
in the City and County of Philadelphia. 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of HepreseU'* 
tativea of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General .Assembly 
metj and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same. That a 
State Penitentiary, capable of liolding two hundred and fifty pri- 
soners, on the principle of solitary confinement of the convicts, as 
A the same now is, or hereafter may be, established by law, shall be 
. erected at such place within the limits of the city or county of Phi- 
^' ladelphia, as the commissioners, hereinafter mentioned, shall fix and 
^ appoint, to be called the State Penitentiary for the Eastern District, 
the expense whereof shall be defrayed in the manner and out of the 
funds hereinafter provided. 

Sect. 2. .Qnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 

y That the follov/ing named persons, viz. Thomas Wister, Dr. Sam- 

>. -^ el P. Griffitts, Peter Miercken, (ieorge N. Baker, Thomas Brad- 

^^ ford, jun. John Bacon, Samuel U. Wood, Thomas Sparks, James 

^ ^rhackara, Daniel H. Miller and Caleb Carmalt, be, and they hereby 

^ are appointed commissioners for the erection of said Penitentiary, 

M'hose duty it shall be to select and purchase a suitable site within 

<; the city and county of Philadelphia for the same, the title whereof 

^' shall be vested in the commonwealth of Pennsylvania ; to make all 

^> the necessary contracts for the building of the said Penitentiary, 

^ taking security lor the faithful performance of the said work, in a good 

■^ ^ and workmanlike manner : and in case ot the death or resignation of 

^ any of the said commissioners, before the completion of their trust, 

' ^ the Governor shall appoint suitable persons to fill the vacancy. 

<; Sect. 3. Jind he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 

^ That the said Penitentiary shall be constructed on the plan of the 

x: 
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Fenitentiarj of Pittsburg, subject to such alicrations and improve - 
ineDts as the said commissioners, or a majority of them, may, iVoin 
lime to time, with the approbation of the Governor, approve and di- 
rect : Provided always. That the principle of the solitary confine- 
ment of the prisoners be preserved and maintained. 

Secf. 4. ^nd be it further enaeted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the sum of one hundred thousand dollars be and is hereby ap- 
propriated, to be paid, after the first day of October, on warrants 
drawn by the Governor in favour of the said commissioners, on the 
treasurer of the commonwealth, to be by them applied in purchasing 
tlie site, and thereon erecting the Penitentiary aforesaid ; and ti;c 
said commissioners shall furnish a detailed statement of their ac- 
counts to the accountant department quarterly, to be settled and ad- 
justed in the usual manner: Provided, That the Governor shall 
have full power to draw warrants for said money, in such instaU 
Tnents only as in his opinion the progress of the work requires. 

Sect. 5. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the said commissioners be, and they are hereby authorised to 
sell, or otherwise appropriate, all the right, title, claim and interest 
of the commonwealth, in the vacant lots yet undisposed of, the pro- 
perty of the commonwealth, in the city of Pliiladelphia, unimprovt^d 
by the state, in such manner, and at such times, as to them may ap- 
pear most elegible ; and the money arising from such sales is here- 
by appropriated, in addition to the sum herein before granted, to de- 
fray the expenses of erecting the Penitentiary aforesaid ; the said 
commissioners to account for the proceeds of such sales and the ex- 
penditure thereof, in the same manner as is herein before provided 
lor in relation to the monies to be drawn from the treasury : Provid" 
td always^ I'hat if the title to any lot sold by virtue of this act, 
shall prove to be defective, nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued so as to bind the state to pay the value of the same, or make 
reparation for any damages which may arise by such defective title, 
but the amount of nH>ney received from the sale of such lot, shall 
be refunded by the said commissioners : and the better to enable the 
said commissioners to carry into effect the provisions herein contain- 
ed, it shall bo the duty of the surveyor general to furnish to said 
commissioners, on request raatle, free of charge for office fees or 
expenses, all information in his possession, or from the records of 
the office, which they may need, relative to the vacant lots the pro^ 
perty of the commonwealth in the; city of Philadelphia, unimproved 
by the state, yet remaining unsold. 

Sect. 6. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. 
That the like proceedings may and shall be had, and the same reme- 
dies used, by the said commissioners, to obtain, and give posses- 
sion of the lots hereby directed to be sold by virtue of this act^ 
as are provided and given to the wardens of the city of Philadelphia, 
by the thirteenth section of the << Act for the better support of pub- 
lic credit," &c. passed the tenth day of April, seventeen hundred 
and eighty-one, in relation to vacant lots in the city of Philadel- 
pliia, |he property of the commonwealth ; Providea^ That if tlio 



p.nty ill possession, sliall plead (itlc to the premises under an j office 
ri<i;ht from this coinmonwculth, and pi'oduce the s!ime, the justice of 
tiie supreme court shall proceed no further therein. 

8kct. 7. ^^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
Tiut if the commissioners of the citj and county of Philadelphia 
?h:ili secure to be paid into the treasury of the commonwealth, in 
three equal annual instalments, commenceing on the first day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, the sum of 
fifty thousand dollars, then and in that case, all the right, title and 
interest of the commonwealth, of, in and to the new prison, situate in 
the city of Philadelphia, on the south side of Mulberry street between 
Broad street and Eighth street from the river Schuylkill, shall be ves- 
ted in the said commissioners of (he city and county of Philadelphia 
and their successors, for the use of the said city and county, and the 
said prison shall from thenceforth be deemed, taken and held to be 
the prison of the city and county of Philadelphia, to be thereafter 
used, and subject to the like provisions and restrictions as are now 
or may herealter be prescribed by law, for the prisons of the respec- 
tive counties in the state : Provided however^ That the appropria- 
tion made by the fourth section of this act, shall not be paid, or anv 
part thereof, until the commissioners of the county of Philadelphia. 
shall have secured to be paid as aforesaid the said sum of fifty thou- 
sand dollars. 

Skct. 8. ^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
'I'liat if the said commissioners of the city and county of Philadel- 
phia, shall comply with the provisions of the seventh section of this 
act, then and in that case, the right of sending the convicts of the seve- 
ral counties to the prison of the city and county of Philadelphia, re- 
served by the commonwealth by an act passed on the second day of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and three, entitled "An act to 
direct the sale of certain unimproved city lots, the property of this 
commonwealth, in the city of Philadelphia, and to appropriate the 
proceeds thereof towards the erection of a building, for the purpose 
of more completely carrying into effect the penal laws of this state,"' 
shall from and after the completion of the State Penitentiary herebv 
authorised to be built, cease and determine. 

Sect. 9. ^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the saiil commissioners shall not be entitled to any compensa- 
tion for their services, nor shall it be lawful for them, or either of 
them, to be concerned as principals, agents, or otherwise, in any con- 
tract connected with the building of the said Penitentiary, or derive 
any profit or advantage from the same, but they are authorised to em- 
ploy a clerk, whose duty it shall be to take care of the books and 
papers, an<l perform such other duties as may he directed by them, 
which clerk shall receive for his services such compensation as the 
commissioners may direct, not exceeding ^vt hundred dollars per 
annum, payable out of the monies placed in their hands by virtue of 
the provisions of this act. 

Sect. 10. Jind be it further enacted by the authority afortsaidy 
That so much of ^« An act to provide for th(» erection of a State Peiri- 
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tentiarj, on the public land adjoining the town of Allegheny, oppo- 
site Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny, and for other purposes," 
passed March third, eighteen hundred and eighteen, as provides fur 
the sale of the Philadelphia prison and the erection of a Penitentiary, 
and so much of any other act or acts as are hereby altered or sup- 
plied, be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

JOHN GILMORE, Speaker 

of the House of Representatives. 

WILLIAM MARKS,junior, 

Speaker of the Senate, 

Approved — March the twentieth, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty one. 

JOSEPH HIESTER. 



A FURTHER SUPPLiEMENT 

To an act J entitled " An act to reform the Penal Laws of 

this Commonwealth.^^ 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Eepresenta* 
fives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly 
metj and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same. That every 
person who shall be convicted in any court in the western district, 
of any of the crimes herealter mentioned, committed after the first 
day of July next, shall, instead of the Penitentiary punishments 
heretofore prescribed, be sentenced by the proper court to suffer 
punishment by separate nr solitary confinement at labour, in the 
manner and for the times hereinaft<*r prescribed, in the State Peni- 
tentiary for the western district, in the county of Allegheny, and for 
that purpose to be removed to the State Penitentiary at the expense 
of the state. 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That from and after the first day of July next, every person who 
shall be convicted in any court in the eastern district of any of the 
following crimes, viz. murder in the second degree, manslaughter, high 
treason, arson, rape, sodomy or buggery, burglary, forgery, passing 
counterfeit money, robbery, kidnapping, mayhem, horse stealing and 
perjury, committed after the first day of July next, shall instead of 
the Penitentiary punishments heretofore prescribed , be sentenced by 
the proper court to suffer punishment by separate or solitary con- 
finement at labour in the manner and for the time and times herein- 
after prescribed, in the State Penitentiary for the eastern district, in 



ttie county ot Philadelphia, and for that purpose to be removed to the 
said Penrtentiary at the expense of the state. 

Sect. 3. And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. 
That from and after the first day of July next, all and every person 
adjudged to sutler separate or solitary confinement at labour in the 
eastern and western Penitentiaries, shall be kept singly and sepa- 
rately at labour, in the cells or work yards of said prisons, and be 
sustained upon wholesome food of a coarse quality, suilicient for the 
healthful support of lite, and be furnis»hed with clothing suited to 
their situation, at the descretion of the inspectors of said prisons ; 
that during the confinement of such prisoners no access shall be had 
to tljeni by any person or persons, except the inispectors and officers 
of the institution hereinafter mentioned, the grand juries of the cities 
of Philadelphia and Pittsburg, and the counties of Allegheny and 
Philadelphia, and the ollicial visitors hereinafter named, and such 
other persons as may be permitted for highly urgent rcasons, bj any 
rule or regulation of the l>oard of inspectors. 

Skct. 4. Jlud be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That instead of tiie Penitentiary punishment heretofore prescribed, 
the punishment by solitary confinement at labour shall be inflicted 
upon the several ofienders who shall, after the lirst day of July next, 
commit and be legally convicted of any of the offences hereinafter 
enumerated and specitied, that is to say : 

MURDER, 

Every person convicted of murder in the second degree, shall 
be sentenced to undergo imprisonment in one of the State Peniten- 
tiaries, as the case may be, and to be kept in separate or solitarj 
confinement at labour for the first ofience for a period not less thanf 
four nor more than twelve years, and for the second offence for the 
period of his natural life, and be fed, clothed and treated, as is pro- 
vided in this act. 

MANSLAUGHTEU, , 

Every person duly convicted of voluntary manslaughter, shat^ 
be sentenced to undergo a similar confinement at labour for the firsC^ 
ofience for a period of not less than two nor more than six year*?, fiiir ■; 
the second otl'ence for a period of not less than six nor more thatf 
twelve years, under the same conditions as are expressed in the firBilk. 
clause of this section, and to give security on conviction either fcif ' 
the first or second offence, for good behaviour during life or for an|? 
less time, according to the nature and enormity of the ofience. 

HIGH TREASON, 

Every person duly convicted of the crime of high treason shall 
be sentenced to undergo a similar confinement at labour, for the first 
offence for a period not less than three nor more than six years, for 
the second offence for a period of rot exceeding ten years, under the 
same conditions as are expressed in the first clause of this section. 



ARSON. 

Every person doly convicted of tlic crime of maliciously and 
voluntarily burning the dwelling house or any otiicr house, burn or 
stable adjoining thereto, or any barn orout-houge having h«y or«;r?u:i 
therein, although the same shall not be adjoining to sucli (Iwciiin:^- 
house, or of having \viirully and maliciously set fire to any barrack, 
rick or stack of hay. grain or bark, with intent to destroy tiie samr. 
belonging to any other person or persons, or of maliciously and vol- 
Tintarily burning any of the public buildings in the city of Philadel- 
phia or the public buildings at liarrisburg, or of any of the cities or 
counties in the state, or any church, meeting house or other build- 
ing for public worship, or any college, academy, school house or li- 
brary, or as being accessary thereto, shall be sentenced to undergo a 
similar confinement at labour, for a period of not less than one nor 
more than ten years for the lirst offence, and not more than fifteen 
years for the second offence, under the same conditions as are herein 
expressed in the first clause of this section. 

RAPE. 

Every person duly convicted of (lie crime of rape, or as being 
accessary thereto before the fact, shall be sentenced to iindergo a 
similar confinement at labour lor the first offence for a period not 
less than two nor more than twelve vears, and for the second offence 
for and during the period of his natural life, under the same condi- 
tions as herein before expressed. 

BURGLARY. 

Every person duly convicted of burglary, or as accessary there- 
to before the fact, shall be sentenced to undergo a similar confine- 
ment at labour and under the conditions hereinbefore stated, for 
the first oflence for a period not less than two nor more than teit 
*- jearBf and for the second offence a period not exceeding fifteen years. 

a SODOMY OR BUGGERY. 

".. '.i 

^" .. Every person duly convicted of sodomy or buggery, or as acces- 

^ cessary thereto before the fact, shall be sentenced to undergo a sim- 
ilar confinement at labour for the first offence for a period of not less 

. .than one nor more than five years, and for a second offence not ex- 
ceeding ten years, under the same conditions as are hereinbefore ex- 
pressed. 

FORGERY. 

Every person duly convicted of having falsely forged and coun- 
terfeited any gold or silver coin, which now is or hereafter shall be 
passing or in circulation within this state, or having falsely uttered, 
paid or tendered in payment any such counterfeit and lorged coin, 
knowins: the «ame to be fnr2:ed and counterfeit, nr lip.vins: aided. 
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abetted or commanded the perpretration of either of the said crimes^ 
or of having falsely made, forged or counterfeited, or caused or pro- 
cured to be falsely made, forged or counterfeited, or of having wil- 
lingly aided or assisted in falsely making, forging or counterfeiting 
any bill or note in imitation of, or purporting to be a bill or note is- 
sued by ordtr of the president, directors and company of the bank of 
the United States, or of any of the banks within this commonwealth, 
incorporated in pursuance of any actor acts of the general assembly, 
or by any or either of the said banks, or any order or check on any 
ol the said banks or corporations, or any cashier of either of the said 
banks, or of having falsely altered or caused or procured to be falsely 
alteied, or willingly aided or assisted in falsely altering any bill or 
note issued by any or either of the said banks, or by order of the 
president, directors and company of either of the said banks, or any 
order or ciieck on any of the said banks or corporations, or cashiers 
of either or any of the said banks j or of having passed, uttered or 
published, or attempted to pass, utter or publish as true, any false, 
forge<l or counterfeit bill or note, purporting to be a bill or note is- 
sued by any or cither of the said banks, or by order of the president, 
direclors and company or any or cither of the said banks, or any 
falsely altered order or check on either of the said banks or corpora- 
tions, or any cashier or either of them, knowing the same to be false- 
ly altered with intent to defraud any of the said bankn, or any other 
body politic or person ; or of having sold, uttered or delivered, or 
caused to be sold, uttered or delivered any forged or counterfeit note 
or bill in imitation or purporting to be a bill or note issued by any or 
either of the «aid banks, or by oixler of the president and directors of 
any or either of the said banks, knowing the same to be false, forged 
and counterfeited, or of having made or engraved, or caused or pro- 
cured to be made or engraved ; or of having in his custody or posses- 
si(m any metallic plate, engraved after the similitude of any plate 
from which any notes or bills issued by any bank, incorporated in 
pursuance of any act or acts of assembly of this commonwealth, shall 
have been printed with intent to use such plate, or to cause or suffer 
the same to be used in forging or counterfeiting any of the notes or' 
l}ills issued by the said banks, or any or either of them, or of having in 
his custody or possession any blank note or notes, bill or bills, engraved 
and printed after the similitude of any notes or bills issued by eith r 
of the said banks, with intont to use such blanks, or cause or suffer 
the same to be used in forging or counterfeiting any of the notes or 
bills issued by the said banks, or having in his custody or posses- 
sion any paper adapted to the making; of bank notes or bills, and sim- 
ilai to the paper upon which any notes or bills of either of the said 
banks shall have been issued, with intent to use such paper, or cause, 
or suffer the same to be used in forging or counterfeiting any of the 
notes or bills issued by either of the said banks ; or of having forged, 
defaced, corrupted or embezzled any charters, gifts, grants, bonds, 
bills, wills, conveyances or contracts, or of having defaced or falsi- 
fied any enrolment, registry or record within this state, or of having 
forged any entry of the acknowledgment, certificate or endorsement, 

2 



whereby the freehold or inheritance of any person or persons may he 
charged, or of counterfeiting the hand or seal of another, with intent 
to defraud, or the privy or great seal of the state, or the seal of any 
county in the state, shall be sentenced to be imprisoned in solitary 
confinement at labour, for the first oftence for a period not less than 
one year nor more than seven vears, and for the second offence for a 
period not exceeding ten years, under the same conditions as are ex- 
pressed in the first clause of this section. 

HOBnCUY. 

Every person convicted of robbery, or as being accessary there'- 
to before the fact, sliall be sentenced to undergo a similar confine- 
ment for the first oflence for a period of not less than one nor more 
than seven years, and for the second offence for a period not exceed- 
ing twelve years, under the same conditions as are hereinbefore ex- 
pressed. 

MAYIICM. 

Every person convicted of mayhem, his or her aiders, abettori 
or counsellors, shall be sentenced to undergo a similar confinf-ment 
at labour, for the first offence for a period not less than one year nor 
more than seven years, and for the second offence not exceeding four- 
teen years, under the same conditions as above expressed. 

KIDNAPPING. 

Every person convicted of kidnappings under the provisions of 
the laws of this commonwealth, shall be sentenced to undergo a sim- 
ilar confinement at labour, for the first oftence for a period not less 
than five nor more than twelve years, and for the second offence for 
a period of twenty-one years, under the same conditions as are here- 
inbefore expressed.^ 

HORSE STEALING. 

Every person convicted of horse stealing, or as accessary thereto 
before the fact, shall be sentenced to undergo a similar confinement at 
labour, for the first offence for a period not less than one nor more than 
four years, and for the second offence for a period not more than 
seven years under the same conditions as hereinbefore expressed. 

PERJURY. 

Every person convicted of perjury or subornation of perjury, or 
of wilfully and corruptly makius a falseoathat any general or special 
election, under the provisions of the several acts regulating the gen- 
eral elections within tljis commonwealth, or of suborning any other 
person to make such false oath or affirmation, or of having knowing- 
Iv published, uttered or made use of any forged or false receipt or cer- 
tificate, with intent to impose the same upon or to deceive anyjudge 
Dr inspector at any election, shall be sentenced to undergo a similar 
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confinement, for the first offence for a period not less than one year 
nor more than five years, and for the second offenc<» for a period not 
exceeding eijrlit years, and be treated as is hereinbefore provided in 
first clause of this section. 

Sect. 5. And be it furthtt enacted by the anthoritij aforesaid^ 
That every other felony or misdemeanor or offence whatsoever, not 
specially provided for by this act, may and shall be punished as 
heretofore. 

Sect. 6 Jind be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. 
That all definitions and descriptions of crimes, all fines, forfeitures, 
penalties and incapacities, the restitution of property or the payment 
of the value thereof, and every other matter not particularly men- 
tioned in this act, be and the same shall remain as heretofore. 

Sect. 7. J2nd be itjurthcr enacted by the authority aforesaid. 
That the Penitentiaries aforesaid shall be respectively managed by 
a board of inspectors, consisting; of five taxable citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania, who shall be appointed as follows : 'I'he judj^es of the supreme 
court of the state shall at the first term of any supreme court which 
shall be held in any of the districts of the state after the passaji^e of 
this act, appoint five taxable citizens residing in the city of Pitts- 
burg, or county of Allegheny, who shall be inspectors of the Western 
State Penitentiary, to serve for two years, and five taxable citizens 
residing in the city or county of Philadelphia^ who shall be inspec- 
tors of the Eastern State Penitentiary, to serve for two years*, and 
until their successors shall be appointed ; and in case of any vacancy 
occasioned by death, resignation, refusal to serve, or otherwise, the 
same shall be supplied by the said judges as soon as conveniently 
maybe. 

Sect. 8. Jlnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the following rules and regulations for the better ordering and 
government of said Penitentiaries shall be and continue in force un- 
til altered by the legislature^ or in the manner hereinafter stated. 

ARTICLE I. 

Of the Inspectors and their duties. 

They shall at their first meeting and annually thereafter appoint 
out of their number a president, secretary, and treasurer, and keep 
regular minutes of their proceedings ; they shall hold stated meet- 
ings once a month, and adjourned special meetings whenever neces- 
sary; the treasurer shall give bond with sufficient surety in such 
amount as the inspectors may fix and determine, and shall receive 
and disburse all monies belonging; to the prison, according to the or- 
der of the board ; they shall semi-annually appoint a warden, a phy- 
sician, and clerk for the institution, and shall fm their salaries as 
well as those of the unUer-keepcrs or overseers, and the persons em- 
ployed about the prison ; they shall serve without any pecuniary com- 
pensation, and shall be exempted from military duty, from serving 
on juries and arbitrations, or as guardians of the poor ; they shall visit 
the Penitentiarv at least twice in every week, to see that the duties of 
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tlie sereral officers and attendants are performed, to prevent all op* 
pression, peculation, or other abuse or mismanagement of the said 
institJtions ; thej shall have power, if they on conference find it ne- 
cessary, to make such rules for the internal government of said pri- 
son, as may not be inconsistent with the principles of solitary con- 
finement as set forth and declared by this act. 

They shall attend to the religious instructions of (he prisoners 
and procure a suitable person for thir» object, who shall be the reli- 
gious instructor of the prisoners : Ffovided^ I'heir services shall be 
gratuitous. 

They shall direct the manner in which all raw materials to be 
manufactured by the convicts in said prisons, and the provisions and 
other supplies fnr the prisons shall be purchased, and also the sale of 
all articles manufactured in said prisons. 

They shall cause accurate accounts to'be kept by the clerk, of all 
expenditures and receipts in the Penitentiaries, which acc(»unts re- 
spectively shall be annually examined and si»ttled by the auditors of 
the county of Allegheny and of the county of Philadelphia. 

They shall on or before the first day of January in every year 
make a report in writing to the legislature, of tne state tf the Peni- 
tentiaries. 

The report shall contain the number of prisoners in confinement, 
their age, sex, place of nativity, term ot commitment, teim of 
imprisonment during the preceding year, noticing also those who 
have escaped or died, or who were pardoned or discharged, de- 
signating the oifence for which the commitment was made, and 
whether for a first or repeated ofience, and when and m what court, 
or by whose order ; and in such return the inspectors shall make such 
observations as to the efficiency of the system of solitary conHne- 
ment as may be the result of their experience, and give such infor- 
mation as they may deem expedient for making the said institution 
ettectual in the punishment and reformation of ofi'enders. 

They shall have power to examine any person upon oath or affir- 
mation relative to any abuse in the said" places of confinement or 
matter within the purview of their duties ; they shall direct in what 
manner the rations tor the subsistence of the prisoners shall be com- 
posed, in conformity with the general directions on that subject here- 
inafter contained. 

The inspectors in their weekly visits to the several places of 
confinement shall speak to each person confined therein out of the 
presence of any of the persons employed therein ; siuill listen to any 
complaints that may be made of oppression or ill conduct of the per- 
sons so employed, examine into the truth thereof, and proceed therein 
when the complaint is well founded ; and on such visits they shall 
have the calender of the prisoners furnished to them by the warden, 
and see by actual inspection whether all the prisoners named in the 
said calender are found in the said prison m the situation in which. 
by the said calender they are declared to be. 

A majority of the said inspectors shall constitute a board, and 
may ao any of the acts required of the said in^ipectors, two of the 
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inspectors shall be a quorum for the weekly Tisitations herefoj ^*- 
rected to be made. 

The warden shall not, nor shall any inspector, without the di* 
rection of a majority of the inspectors, sell any article for the use of 
the said penitentiaries, or either of them, or of the persons confined 
therein during their confinement, nor derive any emolument from 
such purchase or sale, nor shall he or they, or either of them, receive 
under any^ pretence uhatevcr from either of the said prisoners, or any 
one on his behalf, any sum of money, emolument or reward what* 
ever, or any article of value, as a gratuity or gift, under the penalty 
of five hundred dollars fine, to be recovered in the name of the com- 
monwealth by an action of debt, in any court of record thereof^ having 
jurisdiction of sums of that amount. 

ARTICLE II. 

Of the duties of the Warden. 

The warden shall reside in the Penitentiary 5 he shall visit every 
cell and apartment, and see every prisoner under his care at least 
once in every day 5 he shall keep a journal, in which shall be regu- 
larly entered the reception, dis« harge, death, pardon or escape of any 
prisjMier, and also the complaints that are made and the punishments 
that are inflicted for the breach of prison discipline, as they occur; 
the visits of the inspector and pimician, and all other occurrences of 
note that concern the state of the prison^ except the receipt and ex- 
penditures, the account of which is to be kept in the manner here- 
inafter directed. 

The warden shall appoint the under-keepers, who shall be cal- 
led overseers, and all necessary servants, and dismiss them when- 
ever he thinks proper, or the board of inspectors direct him so to do. 

He shall report all infractions of the rules to the inspectors, and 
with the approbation of one of them, may punish the offender, in such 
manner as shall be directed in the rules to be enacted by the inspec- 
tors, concerning the treatment of prisoners. 

He shall not absent himself from the Penitentiary for a night 
without permission in writing from two of the inspectors. 

He shall not be present when the inspectors make their stated 
visits to the prisoners under his care, unless thereto required by the 
inspectors. 

ARTICLE III. 

Of the duty of the Overseers* 

It shall be the duty of the overseers to inspect the condition of 
each prisoner at least three times in every day, to see that his mealsare 
regularly delivered, according to the prison allowance, and to super- 
intend the work of the prisoners. 

They shall give immediate notice to the warden or physician 
whenever any convict ihali complain of such illness as to require 
medical aid. 
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Each overseer shall have a certain number ofprisiiMers assignetl 
to his care. 

He shall make a <lailj report to the warden of the health and 
conduct of the prisoners, and a like report to the inspectors when 
required. 

No overseer shall be present when the warden or the inspector 
visit the prisoners under his particular care, unless thereto required 
bj the warden or inspectors. • 

The overseers shall obej all legal orders given by the warden, 
and all rules established by the board of inspectors, f(»r the govern- 
ment of the prison. 

All orders to the overseers must be given through or by the 
warden. 

The overseers shall not absent themselves from the prison, with- 
out permission from the warden. 

No overseer shall receive from any one confined in the Peniten- 
tiary, or from any one in belialf of such prisoner, any emolument or 
reward whatever, or the promise of any, either for services or sup- 
plies, or as a gratuity, under the penalty of one hundred dollars and 
imprisonment for thirty days in the county jail, and when any breach 
of this article shall come to the knowledge of the warden or inspec- 
tors, the overseer or overseers so offending shall be immediately dis- 
charged from his office, and prosecuted for the said offence accord- 
ing to law. 

No overseer who shall have been discharged for any offence 
whatever, shall again be employed. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Of the duties of the Physician, 

The physician shall visit every prisoner in the prison twice in 
in every week, and oftener, if the state of their health require it, 
and shall report once in every month to the inspectors. 

lie shall attend immediately on notice from the warden that 
any person is sick. 

He shall examine every prisoner that shall be brought into the 
Penitentiary, before he shall be conQned in his cell. 

Whenever, in the opinion of the physician, any convict in the 
Penitentiary is so ill as to require removal, the warden shall direct 
such removal to the infirmary of the institution, and the prisoner 
shall be kept in the infirmary until the physician shall certify that 
he may be removed without injury to his health, and he shall then 
be removed to his cell. 

He shall visit the patients in the infirmary at least once in every- 
day, and he shall give such directions for the health and cleanliness 
of the prisoners, and, when necessary, as to the alteration of their 
diet, as he may deem expedient, which the warden shall have exe- 
cuted : Provided^ They shall not be contrary to the provisions of 
this law, or inconsistent with the safe custody of the said prisoners ; 
and the directions he may give, whether complied with or not, shall 
be entered on the journal of the warden, and on his own. 
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'ihe physitjan shall enquire into the mental as well as the bodi- 
ly slafe ol" every prisoner, and when he shall have reason to believe 
that the mind or body is materially aflf»cted by the discipline, treat- 
ment or diet^ he shall inform the warden thereof, and shall enter 
his observation on the journal hereinafter directed to be kept, which 
shall be an authority for the warden for altering the discipline, 
treatment or diet of any prisoner, until the next meeting of the in- 
spectors, who shall inquire into the case, and make orders accord- 
inglv. 

The physician shall keep a journal, in which, opposite to the 
name of each priioner, shall be entered the state of his health, and 
if sick, whether in the infirmaiy or not, together with such remarks 
as he may deem important, which journal shall be open to the in- 
spection of the warden and the inspectors, and the same, together 
with the return provided for in the first article of this section, shall 
be laid before the inspectors once in every month, or oftener if call- 
ed for. 

The prisoners under the care of the physician, shall be allowed 
such diet as he shall direct. • 

No prisoner shall be discharged while labouring under a dan- 
gerous disease, although entitled to his discharge, unless by his own 
desire. 

The infirmary shall have a suitable partition between every 
bed, and no two patients shall occupy the same bed ; and the physi- 
sian and his attendants shall take every precaution in their power to 
prevent all intercourse between the convicts while in the innrmary. 

ARTICLE V. 

Of the Treatment of the Prisoners in the Penitentiary. • 

OF 'I HE RECEPTION OF THE CONVICTS. 

Every convict sentenced to imprisonment in the Penitentiary, 
shall, immediately after the sentence shall have been finally pronoun- 
ced, be conveyed, by the sheriff of the county in which he was con- 
demned, to the Penitentiary, 

On the arrival of a convict, immediate notice shall be given to 
the physician, who shall examine the state of his or her health i he 
or she shall then be stripped of his or her clothes, and clothed in 
the uniform of the prison, in the manner hereinafter provided, being 
iirst bathed and cleaned. 

He or she shall then be examined by the clerk and the warden, 
in the presence of as many of the overseers as can conveniently at- 
tend, in order to their becoming acquainted with his or her person 
and countenance, and his or her name, height, apparent and alleged 
age, place of nativity, trade, complexion, colour of hair and eyes, 
and length of his or her feet, to be accurately measured, shall be 
entered in a book provided for that purpose, together with such 
other natural and acciclental marks, or peculiarity of feature or ap- 
pearance, as may serve to identify him or her, and if the convict 
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can write, his or her signature shall be written under the said de- 
scription of his or her person. 

All the effects on the person of the convict, as wcl! as h\> clothes 
shall be taken from him or her, and specially mentioned and pre- 
served under the care of the warden, to be restored to him or lit^r on 
his or her discharge. 

If the convict is not in such ill health, as to require being sent 
to the infirmary, he or she shall then be conducted to the cell as- 
signed to him or her, numerically designated by which hcorshebhall 
thereafter be known during his or her confinement. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Of the Clothing and Diet of the Convicts. 

The uniform of the prison for males shall be a jacket and trow- 
sers ol cloth or other warm stuff for the winter, and lighter mate- 
rials for the summer, the form and colour shall be determined by the 
inspectors, and two changes of linen shall be furnished to each pris- 
oner every week. • 

No prisoner is to receive any thing but the prison allowance. 

No tobacco in any form shall be used by the convicts, and liXiy 
one who shall supply them with it, or with wine or spiritucius or in- 
toxicating fermented liquor, unless by order of the physician, shall be 
fined ten dollars, and if an officer, be dismissed. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Of Visitors. 

No person who is not an official visitor of the prisons, or who 
has not a written permission according to such rules as th« inspectors 
may adopt as aforesaid, shall be allowed t<i visit the same ; the offi« 
cial visitors are the Governor, Speaker and members of the Senate, 
the Speaker and members of the House of Representatives, the Se- 
cretary of the Commonwealth, the Judges of the supreme court, the 
Attorney General and his deputies, the president and associate 
Judges of all the courts in tHe state, the Mayor and Recorder of the 
cities of Philadelphia, Lancaster and Pittsburir, Commissioners and 
Sheriffs of the several counties, and the acting cojnmittee of the 
Philadelphia society for the alleviation of the miseries of public 
prisons. 

None but the official visitors can have anv communication with 
the convicts, nor shall any visitor whatever be permitted to deliver 
to or receive from any of the convicts, any letter or message what- 
ever, or to supply them with any article of any kind under the pe- 
nalty of one hundred dollars fine, to be recovered as hereinbefore 
provided for other fines imposed by this act 

Any visitor who shall discover any abuse, infraction of law, or 
oppression, shall immediately make the same known to the board of 
inspectors of the commonwealth, if the inspectors or either of them 
are implicated. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

ijf the discharge of the Convicts. 

Whenever a convict shall be discharged bj the expiration of tlie 
term for which he or she was condemned, or by pardon, he or she 
«hail take off the prison uniform, and have the clothes which he or 
she brought to thi^ prison restored to him or her, together with the 
other property, if any, that was taken from hiui or her on his or her 
'commitment, that has not been otherwise disposed of. 

When a prisoner is to be discharged, it shall be the duty of the war- 
den to obtain from him or her, as far as is practicable, his or her former 
history^ what means of literary, woral or religimis instruction he or 
she enjoyed ; what early temptations to crime by wicked associations 
or otherwise hp or she was exposed to ; his or her general habits, pre- 
dominant passions, and prevailing vices, and in what part of the 
country he or she purposes to fix his or her residence ; all which shall 
be entered by the clerk in a book to be kept for that purpose, to- 
gether with his or her name, age, and time of discharge. 

If the inspectors and warden have been satisfied with the moral- 
ity, industry, and order of his conduct, they shall give him a certifi- 
cate to that effect, and shall furnish the discharged convict with four 
dollars to be paid by the state, whereby the temptation immediately 
to commit offences against society, before employment can be obtain- 
ed, mav be obviated. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Duties of tlie religious Instructor. 

It shall be the duty of the instructor to attend to the moral and 
religious instruction of the convicts, in such manner as to make their 
confinement as far as possible the mean« of their reformation, so that 
when restored to their liberty, they may prove honest, industrious, 
and useful members of society ; and the inspectors %nd officers are 
enjoined to give every facility to the instructor, in such measure as 
tie may think necessary to produce so desirable a result, not inconsis- 
tent with the rules and discipline of the prison. 

Sect. 9. •^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. 
That the expenses of maintaining and keeping the convicts in the 
said Eastern and Western Penitentiaries, shall be borne by the re- 
spective counties in which they shall be convicted, and the said ex- 
pense shall be paid to the said inspectors by orders to be drawn by 
them on the treasurers of the said counties, who shall accept and pay 
the same : Provided^ That the said orders -shall not be presented to 
the said treasurers before the first Monday of May, in each and every 
year : ^nd provided also. That the said inspectors shall annually, on 
or before the first Monday of February, transmit by the public mail 
to the commissioners of such of the counties as may have become in- 
debted for convicts confined in said Penitentiaries, an account of 
4iie expense of keeping and maintaining said convictSi which account 
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•hall be signed by the said inspectors, and be sworn or affirmed i% 
by them and attested by the clerk ; and it shall be the duty of the 
8ai<I commissioners immediately on receipt of said accounts to give 
notice to the treasurers of their respective counties of the amount ot 
said acrounts, with instructions to collect and retain monies for the 
payment of said orders when presented ; and all salaries of the offi- 
cers of the said Penitentiaries shall be paid by the state, and it shall 
be the duty of the inspectors to transmit to the auditor general the 
names of the persons by them appointed, and the salaries agreed to 
be paid to each of them under the provisions of this act, which sums 
shall bt paid in the usual manner by warrants drawn by the Gover- 
nor upon the treasurer of the commonwealth. 

8ect. 10. .^nrf be it further cnacled by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the several acts of assembly ot this commonwealth, and such 

J arts thereof, so far as the same are altered or supplied by this act* 
e and the same are hereby repealed, from and after the first day of 
July next : Provided^ That the repeal thereof shall in no wise affect 
any indictment, trial, sentence or punishment of any of the said here- 
in mentioned crimes or offences, which have been, or shall be com- 
mitted before this act shall come into operation. 

Sect. 11. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the Governor be, and he is hereby authorised and required to 
issue his warrant to the State Treasurer^ in favour of the inspectors 
of the Western Penitentiary, for the sum of three thousand dollars, to 
be applied by said inspectors to such alteration of the interior of said 
Penitentiary, as in their opinion will best adapt the same to the 
provisions of this act. 

Seot. 12. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That for the purpose of finishing the Eastern Penitentiary, introdu- 
cing a supply of water from Fair Mount water works, and procuring 
the necessary furniture and fixtures for the accommodation and re- 
ception of the prisoners, the sum of five thousand dollars be, and it. 
is hereby appropriated for the said purposes, and the commissioners 
appointed to superintend the erection of the State Penitentiary for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, are directed to carry the same 
into effect, and to draw the sum hereby authorised from the state 
treasury, in the same manner as is by law provided. 

Srot. 13. And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the board of inspectors of the Eastern Penitentiary, who shall 
be appointed as is hereinbefore provided, be and they hereby are 
authorised to draw from the state treasury, upon warrants drawn in 
the usual manner, any suras of money which shall not together 
amount to more than one thousand dollars, to enable said inspectors 
to support and employ of the prisoners who may be committed to 
said Penitentiary, until so much of such sums of money as may be« 
come payable by the several counties from which convicts may be 
removed to said prison, shall be received by said board as will 
enable them to manage the affairs of said prison without such aid, 
vhich sum so advanced by the state, shall be repaid to the state 
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tredsurj by the said board as soon as the funds of said prison will 
enable said board to make such re-payments 

NER MIDDLES WARTH, Speaker 

of the House of Bepresentatives* 

DANIEL STURGEOxN^ 

Speaker of the Senate* 

Approve D-'-the twenty -third day of April, A. D. one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-nine< 

J. ANDW. SUULZE^ 



-AJT ACT 

To enlarge the buildings of the State Penitentiary for the 
Eastern District ^ and for other purposes. 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
Hves of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Jlssembly 
met^ and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the samej That the in- 
spectors of the State Penitentiary for the Eastern District in the coun- 
ty of Philadelphia be authorised and required, and they hereby are 
authorised and required to construct and erect within the outer walls 
of said Penitentiary upon such plan as they may deem most expe- 
dient, buildings which shall contain at least four hundred cells, suit- 
able tor the confinement of convicted criminals, in solitary impris- 
onment at labour ; and to enable them the more effV>ctuaIly to perform 
the duties now enjoined, all the rights, powers, and privileges here- 
tofore given to the commissioners tor building said Penitentiary are 
hereby transferred to, and vested in, the said inspectors : Provided 
however^ That nothing herein contained shall divest the said board 
of commissioners of any right or power that it may be necessary for 
them to retain, in order to arrange and settle any of their former en- 
gagements and transactions as to real estate or otherwise, and thejr 
are hereby authorised and directed, after the final settlement of their 
accounts, to pay over any balance that may remain in their hands, to 
the board of inspectors of the Eastern State Penitentiary, to be ap- 
plied in the erection and furnishing of cells hereby directed to be 
built 

Sect. 2. ^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That for the purpose of defraying the expense of erecting said build- 
ings, the county commissioners of the county of Philadelphia be^ 
and they hereby are, authorised to loan, out of the county funds of 
said county, to the aforesaid inspectors, one hundred and twentjr 
thousand dollars, in such sums and at such times as the said inspec- 
tors may require the same, for tlie purpose aforesaid $ for the amount 
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af which said sums of moiiev loaned as aforesaid, certiiicates of stater 
Stocky in proper form, siiall bi* issued to the ecu ntj commissioners of 
the county of* Pliiladel;;!iia, for the use of the said county; which 
said stock shall be truasferable in the same manner as other state 
Stock, and from and after the first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and liurty-four, and not Wfore, shall boar an interest 
of dve percent, per annum, payable half yearly, and be redeemable 
thirty years after the passage of this act ; and the said county com- 
missioners are hereby authorised to raise the aforesaid sum of one 
hundred and twenty thousand dollars, by loan, in any mode or man- 
ner in which money, for the ordinary purposes and expenses of said 
county, may by law be raised or obtained. 

Sfxt. 3. l^iid be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. 
That every person who shall be convicted, in any court in the East- 
ern District of this commonwealth, of any crime committed after the 
first day of May next, whose punishment, under the present existing 
laws, would be imprisonment in the gaol and Penitentiary house of 
Philadelphia for one year, or any term exceeding one year, shall be 
sentenced by the proper court to suffer punishment by separate or 
solitary confinement at labour in the State Penitentiary for the 
Eastern District, for such times respectively, as the provisions of the 
aforesaid laws now authorise and direct such convicted criminals to 
be sentenced to be confined in the aforesaid gaol and Penitentiarj 
house of Philadelphia ; and the persons so sentenced as aforesaid, 
while confined in the said State Penitentiary, shall be treated in all 
rCvSpects, in the manner which the act, entitled <^ A further supple- 
ment to an act, entitled an act to reform the Penal Laws of this 
Commonwealth,^ approved the twenty-third day of April, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty nine, directs tliat persons convicted 
iin<ler the provisions thereof, shall be treated during their imprison- 
ment in the said State Penitentiary. 

Sect. 4. *^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid j 
That every person who shall be convicted in any court in the East- 
tern District of this commonwealth, of any crime committed after 
the first day of May next, whose punishment, under the present ex- 
isting laws, would be imprisonment in the goal and Penitentiary 
house of Philadelphia for any term less than one year, shall be sen- 
tenced by the proper court, to receive his or her punishment in the 
county gaol ot the proper county- 

Sejf. 5. *^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That criminals, sentenced as directed in and by the third section of 
this act, shall be removed to the aforesaid State Penitentiary at the 
expense of the proper county ; subject nevertheless, to be detained 
and confined in the gaol and Penitentiary house of Philadelphia, un- 
til a sufficient number of cells shall be finished in the said State Pen- 
itentiary, to enable the inspectors thereof conveniently to receive the 
said criminals. 

Sect. 6. ^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the inspectors of the gaol and Penitentiary, on the first Monday, 
•in April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty three, or as sooii 
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thereafter as conveniently may be, shall remoYe all the convicted 
criminai» who may then remain in said gaol and Penitentiary, to the 
aforesaid State Penitentiary for the Eastern District, there to be im- 
prisoned, kept, and punished, according to law and their several sen- 
tences, until dulv dischai-ged : Provided^ the said Stale Penitentiary 
shali be prepared for the reception of said prisoners, as hereinbefore 
provided for. 

FREDERICK SMITH, Speaker 

of the House of Representatives,. 

WM. G. HAWKINS, 

Speaker of the Senate* 

Approved — the twenty -eight day ot March, A. D. one thousand 
ei|^ht hundred and thirty-one. 

GEORGE WOLF. 



AN ACT 

To provide for the erection of a Xew Prison and a Debtors^ 
Apartment within the City and County of Philadelphia^ 
and for the sale of the County Prison in IValnut-street^ 
in said City. 

hKCT. I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tativts of the Cotnnionwealih of Pennsyivania in General ^asembly 
mel^ and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same^ That a 
Prison for the city and count)' of Philadelphia, capable of holding 
at least three hundred prisoners, on the principle of the separate 
confinement of the prisoners, shall be erected at such place within 
tlie city or county of Piiiladelphia, as the commissioners, hereinaf- 
ter mentioned, shall fix and appoint, to be called the Prison of the 
City and County of Philadelpiiia, the expense whereof shall be de- 
frayed in the in Miner and out of the funds hereinafter provided. 

Sect. 2. ^'Jnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That iuimodiately after the passing of this act, the court of commoa 
pleas of the county of Philadelphia, and the mayor's court of the 
city of Philadelphia, shall each appoint three respectable citizens^ 
resivlin>5 in tue city or county aforesaid, to be commissioners for the 
erection of said Prison, whose duty it shall be, to select and pur- 
chase a suitable site, within the city or county of PhiFadelphia, for 
th/ same, ihe title whereof shall be vested in the county of Phij^el- 
phia; to make all necessary contracts for the building of the said Prison^ 
taking good security in the name ^jf the said commissioners, tor the 
feiUiful performance of the said work, in agoodaud workmanlike man- 
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ner : and in case ot the death or resignation of any of the said com- 
missioners, before the completion of their trust, the said court shall 
respectively appoint suitable persons to fill the vacancy, according 
as the same may occur. 

Sect. 3. ^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the Prison aforesaid shall be constructed on such plan as the 
said commissioners, or a majority of them, may adopt : Provided al* 
ways^ That the principle of the separate confinement of the prison- 
ers be preserved and maintained. 

Sect. 4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. 
That it shall and may be lawful to and for the said commissioners to 
borrow, from any person or persons, bodies politic or corporate, 
such sum or sums of money, not exceeding in the whole the sum of 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, at such times as they inaj 
think proper, as may be necessery to defray the expenses of erect- 
ing the said Prison ; and it shall be the duty of the said commissi- 
oners to issue a certificate or certificates, under tlieir hands, to the 
lenders, in sums not less than one hundred dollars each, for the 
payment of the sum lent, with interest, not exceeding five per centum 
per annum, payable half yearly ; which certificate shall be entered 
in a book to be kept for that purpose, and shall be severally transfer- 
able by the lenders or their legal attorney, executors, administrator^^ 
or assigns, by endorsement thereof, at the ofiice of the commission- 
ers, and in the presence of one of them or such officer as they maj 
appoint for that purpose; and for the security of the persons who 
may become holders of the loans hereby authorised, the goal and 
Penitentiary house of Philadelphia, commonly called the Walnut 
street prison, and the Prune street apartment, and the lotsoi ground 
on which they arc erected, bounded by Walnut, Sixth and Prune 
streets, in said city, shall be, and are hereby specifically pledged ; 
and the said loans shall be paid oflfout of the proceeds of the !»aleot 
the said Walnut street prison and Prune street apartment, and the 
lots thereunto belonging, as is hereinafter provided. 

Sect. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That it shall be the duty of the commissioners of the county of Phil- 
adelphia, to provide from time to time, and pay over to the said com- 
missioners, sufficient sums of money to meet the interest which may 
become due half yearly on said loans ; and for that purpose, thej 
are hereby authorised and required to raise money in any mode or 
manner in which money for the ordinary purposes and expenses oF 
said county may by law be raised or obtained. 

Sect. 6. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That it shall be the duty of the said commissioners, to select and 
purchase a suitable site in the city or county of Philadelphia, and 
erect thereon a building to be called the Debtors' Apartment of the 
citj^nd county of Philadelphia, the title to be vested in the county 
of Fniladelphia ; and the expense of erecting the same shall be pro- 
vided for and defrayed by tne county commissioners of said county, 
on warrants drawn on them by the commissioners for building the 
Baid prison ; and the said county commissioners are hereby authori* 
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aed to raise the money neceMary therefoivin a^y mode or manner ia 
which money for ll)e ordinary purposes and expenses of said county 
may by law be raised or obtained. 

Skot. 7. Jind be it further enacted by the authority afore^aidy 
That so soon as the said new county prison and debtors' apartment 
shall be erected and prepared for the reception of prisoners, it shall 
be the duty of the inspectors of the prison of the city and county of 
Philadelphia, to take charge of the same, and to remove, or cause to 
be lemoved thereto, all persons who may then be confined in the 
prison on Arch street in the said city ; and the officers who have then 
in charjre the debtors anil persons confined as witnesses to be remo- 
ved to the debtois- aj>artment, and the others, to the new prison of tlie 
city and cmnty aforesaid, and such provision shall be made in the 
arranjrements of the said debtors' apartment, as that persons confi- 
ne! as witnesses shall have no communication with debtors; and 
th«*p.ceforth all persons who, by the existing laws of this common- 
wealth, ar«^ liable to be confined in the Arch street prison, as also all 
persons who may bo confined f(»r debts or as witnesses, shall be re- 
spectively sent to the new j)rison of the city and county of Philadel- 
phia, and the debtors' apartment, there to be kept, treated and gov- 
erned according to such rules and regulations as the said inspectors, 
who have the charge thereof, with the approbation of the court of 
C(»mmon pleas and quarter sessi(»ns of said county, and the mayor'* 
coMrt of said city, may from time to time ordain and establish : Fro- 
vided always^ Tha^ the same be not inconsistent with or contrary to 
the constitution and laws of this commonwealth, and the provisions 
of this act 

Skct. 8. Jlnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That every person who shall be convicted, after the completion of 
said new prison, in any court of criminal jurisdiction in the city or 
county of Philadelphia, of any crime, the punishment of which would 
be imprisonment in the goal and Penitentiary house of Philadelphia, 
for a period of time under one year, shall be sentenced by the proper 
court to softer punishment in the new prison aforesaid, by separate 
confinement at labour for and during the term of their sentence, and 
shall be fed, clothed and treated as nearly as may be practicable, in 
the same manner as is provi(!ed by law in relation to persons confi- 
ned in the Eastern State Penitentiary, in solitary confinement at 
labour. 

Sect. 9. ^nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the commissioners appointed under the provisions of this act 
for erecting the new prison aforesaid, be and they are authorised to 
grant, bargain and sell the goal and Penitentiary house of Philadel- 
phia commonly called the Walnut street prison and Prune street 
apartment, together with their lots of ground whereon the same are 
ereoted, bounded by Walnut, Sixth and Prune streets, in the city of 
Philadelphia, altogether, or in parts or parcels, at such timeor times, 
and upon such terms and conditions, as they or a majority of them 
may determine ; to make and execute a good and sufficient deed or 
deeds for the same, conveying a fee simple to the purchaser or pur- 
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cliasers : Provided^ That the said prison shall remain in its present 
•tate until the prisoners shall be removed Iherefroni to the hew Pen- 
itentiary for the Eastern District, in such mariner as shall hv ) rovi- 
ded foi by law. 

8eot. 10. And he it further enacted by the avthority aforesaid^ 
That it shall be the duty of the said commi8^ioner8 for ereciing siiid 
prison, and they are hereby required, as soon as they receive the 
monies arising h*om the sale of the said V^ alnut street prison and 
Prune street apartment, and the lots thereunto belonging, to pay off 
and discharge the loans they may have obtained under the provisions 
of the fourth section of this act, and all oth r debts by them contrac- 
ted in relation to their duties, and to pay the residue to the commis- 
sioners, who are hereby authorised to apply the same to the ordinary 
purposes of said county. 

Sect. 11. Jtndhe it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the said commissioners shall not be entitled to any compensa- 
tion for their services, nor shall it be lawful for them or either of them 
to be concerned as principals, ageiits, or other\xise, in any contracts 
connected with the building of said prison or debtors' apartment, or 
derive any profit or adA-^ntage from the same ; but they are authorised 
to employ a clerk, whose duty it shall be to take care of the books 
and paptirs, and perform such other duties as may be directed bj 
them ; which clerk shall receive for his services, such compensation 
as the commissioners may direct, not exceeding six hundred dollars 
per annum, payable out of the monies to be raised by loan under the 
provisions of this act ^ and it shall be the duty of said commissioners, 
to submit their accounts annually to the auditors of the county of 
Philadelphia, who are to examine and report them as is provided by 
law in relation to the accounts of the county c6mmissioners. 

Sect. 12. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^ 
That the commissioners aforesaid, previous to making a. y contract 
for building the said prison, or for furnishing materials for the same, 
shall first give notice, by public advertisement, in two or more of the 
daily papers, and continue the same at least three weeks, for the 
purpose of procuring the said materials on the most economical terms. 

FREDERICK SMITH, Speaker 

of the House of Eepresentativet, 

WM. G. HAWKINS, 

Speaker of the Senate* 

AppaovED— the thirtieth day of March^ A. D. one thousand eight 
hundred and tliirty-one. 

GEORGE WOLF. 
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